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A CAMPRIGN OF THE CIVIL SOCIETY





CALL FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION

FAX CAMPAIGN ON PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY 

May 2003

MAKE "PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY" MEANINGFUL FOR NGOs!

ACT NOW!!!!

Background: 

What is the Civil Society Contact Group, the act4europe campaign, and participatory democracy

The Civil Society Contact Group is the largest NGO umbrella group in Europe. It brings together four large NGO families – human rights, social, environmental, developmental – and the European Trade Union Confederation. It initiated a campaign, the act4europe campaign, to encourage the involvement of people in Europe via citizens’  organisations in the debate over the European Union’s future. The campaign seeks to mobilise civil society to ensure a new EU which is transparent,  democratic, just, and responds to the hopes and needs of its citizens.

One key objective of the act4europe campaign is to ensure that participatory democracy is firmly established in the new constitution. Participatory democracy is the idea that to complement representational democracy, ie. elections to the European Parliament, citizens should be able to play a more active role in shaping the European Union. In order to promote this, civil society  should gain a guaranteed right to be consulted as part of  the decision-making processes of the EU. This means that the long-standing and valuable contribution NGOs have made in the last decades are recognised as an important and necessary contribution to EU policy making, representing the huge diversity of citizens and their concerns.

The members of the Civil Society Contact Group are:

· The Social Platform

· The Green 8 

· Human Rights, Democracy and Conflict Prevention NGO Network

· Concord (development NGOs)

· The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC)

The Convention and Participatory Democracy

At the Laeken Summit, the governments of the EU decided for the first time not to prepare a treaty behind closed doors among themselves, but to convene a democratic body – the Convention on the Future of Europe – to draw up a draft constitution for the Union with the overall aim of bringing Europe closer to its citizens. The work of the Convention is due to be completed in the next two months, but there are worrying signs that the results will do little to strengthen democracy, or bridge the gap between Europe’s people and its institutions. 

Last week the Convention Plenary discussed the articles on the Democratic Life of the Union (art. 34 – 37 of Part I of the draft Constitution). Article 34 is the article on participatory democracy, which is of crucial importance to NGOs all over Europe. The draft specifies in its comments that the appropriate means for consultation are restricted to the internet, which is surely unsatisfactory. It mentions representative associations, but restricts them to the social partners (Trade Unions and Employers’ Organisations), regions, and local authorities, mentioning civil society in addition without specifying what is meant by this broad concept. Furthermore, article 37 establishes a specific dialogue with churches and non-confessional organisation, which clearly privileges one part of civil society over NGOs that represent huge numbers of EU citizens and their concerns. Such inequality is unacceptable.

During the debate on the draft articles on the 24th/25th of April, there was an overwhelming majority who called for the inclusion of a specific reference to social dialogue and social partners, which we certainly welcome. No step was taken, however, to give NGOs a specific mentioning, ensuring a guaranteed and structured dialogue with us, nor was the important aspect of access to justice on issues of NGOs’ concerns met. 

The Praesidium and Convention Members need to be reminded that article 34 is one of the most obvious and direct means with which the Laeken mandate of bringing people closer to their Europe can be fulfilled. Civil Society’s important concerns on this crucial issue risk being overlooked.

You can find the draft articles with comments from the Praesidium in your language under: http://european-convention.eu.int
Go to your language, then Draft Treaty – Articles and Protocols, the sixth one down is the draft for articles 33 – 37.  Here is the direct link to the document in English http://european-convention.eu.int/docs/Treaty/CV00650.EN03.pdf
You find the list of amendments with content and name under the same heading Draft Treaty – Proposed Amendments for those of you who want to identify contributions from your country. Here the link in English http://european-convention.eu.int/amendemTrait.asp?lang=EN
PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY IS A CRUCIAL CONCEPT FOR NGOs! WE PARTICULARLY NEED SUPPORT FROM NGOs AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL!

WE CALL UPON YOU TO WRITE LETTERS AND FAXES NOW:

If you are an European umbrella NGO to:

· the members of the Praesidium and the Convention that are supportive to your concerns

· the Representatives of the European Commission

If you are an organisation in one of the candidate countries:

· to Mr Alojz Peterle, the representative for the candidate countries in the Praesidium (who is very supportive to civil society concerns)

· to your national government representatives in the Convention in your own language
· to your national parliament representatives in the Convention in your own language
If you are an organisation in one of the Member States:

· to the member of the Praesidium that is of your nationality if you have one (e.g. Amato for Italy, Haensch for Germany, Giscard for France etc.) in your own language

· to your national government representatives in the Convention in your own language
· to your national parliament representatives in the Convention in your own language
· the Representatives of the European Parliament from your country

We attach the names and addresses of Praesidium and Convention members and their alternates in an extra document. Please select the relevant representatives from your country and send faxes rather than e-mails since they achieve more impact. The campaign runs until the next Convention Plenary, so please send the letters and faxes until the 29th of May!
Attached you will find a draft letter. We kept it short so that translations are not so time-consuming – if you are able to send us translations of the model fax in your language, then that would be very helpful since we can make it available to others again. 

You are certainly welcome to change the wording in accordance with your political views. 

PLEASE LET US KNOW WHAT YOU HAVE DONE, AND WHAT RESPONSES YOU RECEIVE EITHER TO COORDINATOR@ACT4EUROPE.ORG or FAX: 0032-2-5111909

THANK YOU!!
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Nicolas Beger

act4europe campaign coordinator

Secretariat of the Civil Society Contact Group 

LOGO OF YOUR ORGANISATION

CONCERNING: PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY

Dear [Name of Convention or Praesidium Member]

Throughout the work of the Convention, civil society organisations have called for their role in building a Europe for all people to be recognised within the new Treaties. This call was made loud and clear during the hearings of Civil Society before the Convention, and reflects the goal set out in the Laeken Declaration to bring citizens closer to the Union. NGOs play a key role within the design, implementation, and evaluation of EU policies. They can also act as a bridge between citizens and the EU’s institutions. 

However, in the preliminary draft on the Democratic Life of the Union for a Constitution for Europe, presented by the Convention's Vice-President on April 3rd, these goals are not met.  In particular, draft Article 34 does not established a guaranteed and structured dialogue with citizens’ associations/NGOs.

It has now been accepted that Article 34 will refer explicitly to the dialogue with the social partners (trade unions and employers), and Article 37 establishes a dialogue with churches and non-confessional organisations, We welcome the inclusion of dialogue with these groups, but call for Article 34 to guarantee the dialogue with NGOs by mentioning citizens’ organisations.
We urge you to support calls for a guaranteed and structured dialogue with all organisations of civil society and the public in every stage of the decision-making process and with all institutions of the EU. The right to dialogue must be established for all people concerned by EU policies. And citizens and their organisations must have the right of access to justice via the European Court of Justice on matters of their concern.

We hope that the Convention will produce proposals to strengthen democracy within European Union, and to give its citizens the chance to play a role in shaping the future direction of the Union. 

We thank you for your attention, 

[signed
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